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SOVIET RUSSIAN OCCUPATION AND TOTALITARIANISM: 1921-1991
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January 27, 1921, the Supreme Council of the Entente legally recognized the Democratic Republic of Geor- (bist ).
gia. Russia had but one option — an open aggression — left in its arsenal against the sovereign Georgian state.
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On February 11, 1921, Soviet Russia violated the peace treaty and attacked Georgia from every side. Heavy
combat lasted until March 17. Georgian government refused to capitulate and emigrated from Batumi.
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Georgian youth, misled and outraged by the condemnation of Stalin’s cult, started mass protests in Thilisi. Georgian
independence soon became the main demand of the rallies. Soviet regime violently cracked down on the protest-

ers, with the military kiling dozens of people on March 9, 1966.
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Mass protests erupted in Thilisi in response to the “Likhni Letter’. The protesters soon switched to demanding
restoration of Georgian independence. Soviet army raided the rally in the early hours of April 9, 1989, Twenty-
one people were kiled, thousands were poisoned by unknown chemical substance.
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On May 26, 1937, a 21-year-old student, Dimitri Vardanashvil, was arrested by NKVD for organizing an ilegal
student organization and intending to demonstratively celebrate the Independence Day of Georgia on May 26.
He was found with "Menshevik literature”, a revolver and a typewriter. Vardanashvili was executed on September
20, 1937.
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One of the main goals of the Soviet special sernvices and propaganda since 1921 was to destroy Georgian
political emigration. On December 7, 1930, at the instigation of Soviet special services, the former Chairman
of the Govermment of the Democratic Republic of Georgia and Minister of Internal Affairs, Noe Ramishvil, was
assassinated in Paris.
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OPERATIONS AGAINST POLITICAL EMIGRATION
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In 1937-1938 peasants opposed to “‘collectivization”, remnants of underground movements, old staff of the independence-
era state apparatus, disloyal intellectuals and the old clan of the Communist party became targets of the Great Soviet Terror,
About 25,000 people in Georgia became victims of mass repressions.
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On August 28, 1924, a united anti-Soviet uprising started, which was brutally suppressed
by the Russian authorities. The Soviet propaganda described the uprising as a "bandit
rebellion.” Up to 3,000 people were killed in the uprising and punitive mass executions.
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After the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, Nazi Germany and Soviet Union partitioned Poland in
September 1939. In 1941, former allies confronted each other. Hundreds of thousands of Georgians were
called up to the fronts of World War Il. Most of them were kiled or maimed.
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Due to its own rhetoric of democratic transformation, the Soviet regime was forced to hold multi-

party elections. During the elections of October 28, 1990, the Communist Party received 29%
of the votes, with the majority voting for the national liberation movement.
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From 1940s mass deportations are added to the policy of restricting free movement of population. Germans,
Muslim Meskhetians, Armenians, Assyrians, Greeks and the families of war prisoners were the victims of de-
portations from Georgia between 1941-1951 — in total about 250 000 people.
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On December 30, 1922, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formed by the countries occupied by Soviet Rus-
sia. For 69 years this name obscured the real face of the Russian communist dictatorship.
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